Could Oswald Have Visited Sylvia Odio ? 



His Movements September 23-26 



Sylvia Odio , a Cuban emigres living in Dallas testified that 
Lee Harvey Oswald , accompanied by two men who claimed to be members 
of an anti-Castro organization, visited her apartment in late Sept- 
ember, 1963 ! Mrs- Odio beleived the visit took place between 6 and 

9 pm on either September 26 or 27. She conceded, however, it could 
2. 

have been the 25 th. 

The Warren Commission concluded that Lee Harvey Oswald did not 
visit Sylvia Odio as she claimed. U. S. - Mexican boarder records 
appear to firmly place Oswald in Mexico the nights of September 26 
and 27. 4 Marina Oswald, Ruth Paine, and several of Oswald* s neighbors 
place him in New Orleans until the 23d. Therefore the focus of this 
analysis is on the period September 23 to 26. 

Following are the Commission's conclusions concerning Oswald's 
movements during this critical period; 

After helping Mrs. Paine and Marina pack the Oswald belongings 
into the Paine station wagon, Lee Oswald saw his family and Mrs. 
Paine off on the morning of September 23* He stayed at his apartment 
that night, possibly continuing to pack for his impending trip. 

At an unspecified time the next day, Oswald visited the Louisiana 
Division of Employment Security, 63 O Camp Street, to file an unem- 
ployment claim. He returne4 to his apartment and in the early even- 

‘t 

ing left hurriedly with two bags to catch a bus headed downtown.. 
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He stayed In New Orleans that night, perhaps returning unnoticed to 

lO 

his apartment or staying at an inexpensive hotel or roominghouse. 
Sometime between 5500am and 10:20aun on the 25th he picked up an un- 
employment check at his post office box at the Lafayette Square sub- 
station* At the same time he nailed a post office change of address 
card! After 8:00am and prior to 12 noon he cashed the check at fall nn 
Dixie ijtore #-l425t 4303 Magazine Street. 

At 12:20pra he boarded Continental Trailways bus no. 5121 , having 
purchased a ticket from Hew Orleans to Houston* Shortly after arriv- 
ing in Houston at 10:50pm Oswald called the home of Horace Elroy Twif- 

— - i u 

' ord, a national committeeman at large for the Socialist Labor Party. 

o 

Kr. Tviford was not at home, but Mrs, Tviford made a note of Oswald's 

, 

call to.: remind her husband when he returned. 

About an hour later, around midnight, Oswald went to the ticket 

counter of L. F. Hammett and inquired about the price of a ticket to 

Laredo and to hexico City? After some discussion Oswald returned later 

zo 

to purchase ticket no. 112230 to Laredo. 

n 

At 2:35 an the 26th Oswald left Houston aboard bus no. 5133- About 

6:00am, after it became light, Oswald was noticed on the bus by John 

*z 

and Meryl McFarland, an English couple touring North America. At 8:15am 

the bus reached Corpus Christi where Oswald changed to bus run no. 30^. 

At 1:20 pm that day the bus reached Laredo, Texas. 

The Commission's evidence for these conclusions will now be exaodn- 

ed. The strengths and weaknesses of this evidence will then be analyzed 

in terms of the Sylvia Cdio case. 

On September 20 Ruth Faine and her two small children arrived in 

hew Orleans by car to take Marina, her infant child June and the Osuald 

if 

belongings back to Irving, Texas, A few days later, on September 22, 



3 



Oswald was observed by his landlord, Jesse Garner, packing the Paine st»-ion 
wagon!%arner decided to inquire, as Oswald was a few weeks behind on his 
rent .^Oswald assured him, according to Garner, that though his wife and 
child were leaving temporarily, he would remain. 

On the following day, the 23d, the Paines, Marina and June Oswald departed 
Sew Orleans for Irving, Texas. Mrs. Paine established this day by recalling 
that the group stayed at a Texas motel that night. The F. B. I. located the 
establishment, where a registration card for Ruth Paine was located ior the 
night of the 23d. 

According to Ruth Paine and Marina, Oswald was there to greet them off 

when - they left iiew Orleans that morning. Oswald was next seen waiting to 

board a bus at a stop near his home between 4; 00 and 5:00pm that day by Mrs. 

si 

Jesse Garner, the wife of his landlord. 

Little else is known about Oswald's movements that day. The Commission never 
established where Oswald went that afternoon, nor did anyone witness his re- 
turn to his apartment. A neighbor, Mrs. Alexander Lanes, did recall seeing a 

light on in the Oswald apartment that night ?*and Jesse Garner believed he 

n 

heard Oswald packing there between 7:00 and ?:30pm. 

On the next day, Tuesday the 24th. Oswald apparently visited the Louisiana 
Division of employment Security, 630 Camp Street, to file an unemployment 
claim?C swald filled out and signed an interstate claim fora in the presence 
of a claims interviewer, Fredrick Christen'. The claims fora was dated the Z4th, 
and this is consistent with Oswald having visited the agency every Tuesday 
for the past two months' 1 * It is possible however, that Oswald visited the 
agency the previous day. the 23d. The claims in tei viewer, Fredrick Christen, 
apparently had no independent recollection of Oswald and was only able to re- 
fer to his records? It is not clear from reading V>e relevant CommWion 
Exhibits how many records were kept of Oswald's visit the 24th. If "records" 
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only refer to the claim form Oswald filled out, then it should be noted 
that the only date on the form was filled out by Oswald himself. It is 
possible that Oswald intended to leave New Orleans early the 24th and de- 
cided to make his weekly trip a day early. If he were allowed to do so, 
he might have postdated the fom to conform with the agency* s records. 

Nevertheless, two eyewitnesses do place Oswald in New Orleans until 
late the afternoon of the 24th. Kr. and Mrs. Eric Rogers saw Oswald hurri- 
edly leaving his apartment with two bags in the^late afternoon or evening”. 

“ST 

the day after they remembered the Paine station wagon left. According to 
their testimony Oswald caught and boarded a bus headed for doiratown at a step 
near their home. While the Commission did not press the Rogers* for the 
exact time they witnessed Oswald *s departure, Mr. Rogers did tell the F.B. I. 

that it was **just before dark and the street lights had not yet been turned 

41 .1 u 

on. 11 Weather Bureau records showed that sunset was at 5s55?® that day. Street 

lights in New Orleans went on 22 minutes after sunset on a clear day and as 
early as 12 minutes on a cloudy one. Bureau records further showed that the. 
24th was a cloudy day. If Rogers* memory is correct, then Oswald caught his 
bus around 6:Q7pm. But further cooberation of Rogers* observations is given 
by the New Orleans Public Service, Inc. At 6:07 a bus driven Earl Spencer 
Anderson was scheduled to have arrived at Csw-ld *s bus stop. Anderson is the 
local bus driver mentioned in the Warren Report who recalled a passenger 
boarding his bus with two suitcases some tin* in late jeptemb^r. The passen- 



ger, Anderson recalled, asked for directions to the Greyhound Bus station 
Anderson lot aim off where he could catch a connecting bus there. It would 
beem then that around 6:07pm is at least a reasonable guess for the time 
Oswald left his apartment. 

The Rogers are the last witnesses to positively place Csi/ald in New 
Orleans. Nothing is known about Oswald* s movements this night. Since the 



4T 



5 



night of the 24th not only immediately proceeds Csv/ald's alleged visit to 
Sylvia Odio but his suspicious trip to Mexico City as well, the lack of 
knowledge in tills area is particularly significant. The Uarren Report only 
states that "Oswald's whereabouts on the night of September 24 are uncer- 
tain, but in view of his limited finances, he probably returned to the 
apartment to sleep after checking his luggage at a bus station or spent 
the night at an inexpensive hotel or roominghouse. " If Oswald did stay at 
an inexpensive hotel or roominghouse that r.ight , the F.E. I. was unable to 
locate it. An extensive su rvey of inexpensive lodging in the downtown Hew 

SO 

Orleans area failed to turn up a sign of Oswald. If he returned to his apart- 
ment, he did so unheard and unseen by neighbors who paid remarkably close 
attention to his movements. And if he checked his bags at the bus station, 
no baggage handler was interviewed who remembered somethin^ as unusual 
someone checking their bags overnight. We know very little then, about Os- 
wald's movements the night of the 24th. 

Another piece of evidence concerning Oswald's presence in Lev Orleans 
is a post office change of address card mailed in hew Orleans and filled out 
by Oswald hinsolf. postal authorities told the h.E.I. that the card, stamped 
11:00am September 2 5 at the Main post Office in lie w Orleans, could have 
been mailed as early as 5s00pn the 24th in an outlying section of the city 

53 

or as late as 10;3‘0a3 the 2yth at the Main Post Office. The C oasis sloa con- 
cluded that when Oswald picked up his unemployment check at the Lafayette 

Square Substation the morning of the 25th (which will be dealt with next) 

54 

he then mailed his change of address card. They noted that mail delivered 
to the substation by 10:20am would arrive at the hain Post Office in time 
to bear an 11:00am postmark. 

Unless Oswald had a confederate mail the card, the evidence suggests that 
he was in Kew Orleans until at least 5:00p« the 24th. This, of course, is 



6 



consistent with the testimony of Eric Rogers. 

The Commission concluded that Oswald did not leave New Orleans until 

cv» 

at least 8:00am September 25. It based this finding on a Texas unemployment 
check issued to Lee H.. Oswald and cashed at Winn Dixie if 1425, a tew Orleans 
grocery s tor tV. Neither the store stamp nor the marlings of the stole em- 
ployees on the back of the check preclude from being cashed the afternoon 
of the 24th instead of the morning of the 25th. The date of the cashing was 
not recorded and the employees involved in the transaction, cashier Thelma 
Fisher and manager J.D. Fuchs both worked the afternoon of the 24th and 
the morning of the 25th. instead, the CotJLuissidii's assertion that Oswald 
cashed the check the 25th is based on their conclusion that the warrant did 
not reach Oswald's post office box until 5:0Gan that morning. 

The unemployment check in question was prepared at the Texas Employment 
Commission Building in Austin, Texas on September 23* Jack Burchan, Chief 
of Unemployment Insurance, advised the F.E.I. that Texas Deployment Commiss- 
ion records show that Oswald* s warrant was prepared in a group of warrants 

completed at 2; 20pm that day. It was then sent to the nail roon for stuff- 

<*o 

ing and mailing by August Kichtom, Supervising Claims Exaroiner. Records fur- 
ther show that at 4:32pm Yuri Collins, if ail Services Supervisor, received a 

call from i-Iich tom's office advising the accounts were properly balanced and 

ll 

the warrants could be placed in the mc.il. Eurcham further advised the F.E.I. 
that a U.3. mail truck picked up all mail at the mail rccr. of the Texac Em- 
ployment Commission building at 5sl5p^* 

Mail picked up at 5:15pm would have loft Austin at 10; 00pm by truck via 
Central Freight Lines^post Office records show that the truck reached 
Houston at 2:40a» the 24th ( ahead of schedule. Jacob Lutzi, Jr., General 
Superintendent of hails, Houston, Texas, advised that snail from that truck 
would "invariably 11 proceed from Houston to !Jci Orleans via southern Pacific 
train g 2, -jhich his records shouei left Houston at 9:45am, 20 minutes be- 

M- 
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hind schedulo. 

Records of Henry J. Tlo, Post Office Transfer Clerk at New Orleans, 
showed that Jouthern Pacific train « 2 arrived in New Orleans at 6:00pm, 
September 24. ny 6:40fc; Oswald's warrant would have reached the **ain Branch 

W7 

of the New Orleans Post Office. According to Kcrcus x*i. hc*7.iters, the ruail 

would have arrived at the Jncoiainj soctiom of the Main Fost Office and then 

been transfered to the Primary section. Sometime during the night mail bound 

for the Lafayette substation, where Oswald's unemployment check was cent, 

would have been sorted into a separate bin. Hr. KcWaters further advised that 

his records showed that the Lafayette Square subetation closed for the day 
. to 

at 5;45pn the 24th • with no employees working the evening hours. Hail bound 

for the substation then, was not transfered there until the first employee s 

arrived there at 4:40am the 25th. Oswald's check, therefore, could not have 

reached his box until early the morning of the 25th. Since Winn Dixie Store 

#1425, where the Oswald check was cashed, did not open until 8:00am the 25th?** 

the Commission concluded that Oswald was in Hew Orleans until at least this 

time. 

This conclusion appears quite sound. Only an independent check of po6t 
office records might alter the situation. In addition store procedures at 
Winn Dixie #1425 support the Commission's contention. 

Store manger J.D. Fuchs told the F.B.I. that on both September 24 and 25 

-i* 

the store's caish registers were cut off at 4:C0pm. At that time all of the 

n 4 

day's checks were taken out of the registers and prepared for deposit. At 
8:00aa the following mornings, all receipts taken in before 4:00pa the previous 
days would be taken by armour car to the National Bank of Commerce for de— 
posit* Cd the back of Oswald's check Is a bank stamp dated VSep 26 63" which 
appears to be from the above n«ntion«d bank. Had Oswald's check be^n cashed 
before 4;00pn the 24th, store procedure dictated it would have been deposited 
September 25 and presumably been stamped by the bank that day. If he had 
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cached it between 4;00pn and closing at 7 5 00pm , it would have been con- 

eiatent with the Sep tenter 2$ bank stamp, but there is another problem. 

The check, according to Fuchs, was approved by himself and cashed by cashier 

Thelma Fisher. But store tine cards show that J.D. Fucha got off work at 

4:00pn aad would not have beea present to approve the warrant from 4:00 to 

7;00pau* He could have approved the warrant the next day as a fornality, as 

a Texas unemployment check would likely have been routinely approved. Also, 

tine records are hardly precise and could easily be a half hour - off either 

way. Even so, if Fuchs approved the warrant at the tine it was cashed, it 

greatly linits the tine Oswald could have cashed the check on the 24th to 

•onetine around 4:00^? According to Postal authorities, Oswald's check had 

v© 

not even reached the city of New Orleans by then. 

It should be noted that neither J.D. Fucha, Thelna Fisher, or any other 
enployee of Winn Dixie store #1425 have any recollection of Oswald or his 
wife!' In that connection it is significant that the F.B.I. laboratory apparent- 
ly never identified the endorsenent on the back of the check as the hand- 
writing of Oawald^The signature, which is obscured by various bank stamps, 
was deemed too indistinct by the F.B.I. lab for adequate handwriting compar- 
ison?\owever. the lab only examined a photoatatic copy of the check, and it 
is doubtful they ever looked at the original* AL though the signature, from 
what can be seen of it, does appear to be authentic, the possibility it is 
not thould be investigated© 

The Commission does not appear to be certain exactly when or by what means 
Oswald left New Orleans. On page 323 of the Warren kepert it states: "Altho- 
ugh there is no firm evidence of the means Oswald left New Orleans..." Four 
hundred pages later the Commission becomes mor© certain: "H© left New Orleans 
by bus, probably Continental Trailways Bus No. 5121, departing New Orleans 
at 12:20pm. ..." 

The evidence Oswald left New Orleans by bus consists simply of the test!- 
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■ony of Marina Oswald and the affidavit of John and Msryl McFarland, an 
Engliah coupl® touring North America. Marina Oawald told the Coanissioa 
that h«r husband had told hsr that h® had trav#l®d to Mexico City and back 

if 

to Dallas by bus. No on® faaillar with this case would aco.pt something as 

fact s oley on the testimony of Karina Oswald. On the very subject of Oswald’s 

travel to Mexico City she lied repeatedly to the F.B.I., denying »h® knew 

Tt> 

anything about the trip. On the other side, if Oswald was up to anything se- 
cret in his journey to Mexico City, he night veil lie to his wife about it® 

Bryan and Meryl McFarland did not testify before Commission counsel, but 
filed a short, joint affidavit an Liverpool, England. Near the end of the 
affidavit the following exchange took place between the McFarlands and Consul- 
ate employee Wilfred Duke: 

Q. Did he mention any names or plsoes either in the United States or 
Mexico in any connection whatever? 

As Only New Orleans, v/hence he said he had coire. In the course of con- 
versation, we worked out that he must have left New Orleans at about the 
same time we had left Jackson, Mississippi, i.e. 2:00pm on Wednesday, Sept- 
ember 25 th, 1963- % < 

One can see the Commission does not have an impressive case Oswald 
left New Orleans by bus. The F.B.I. did not locate a single bus employee or 
passenger to support their assumption. Had Oswald access to sons form of pri» 
vate transportation ( automobile, private piano), he could have just as easily 
left New Orleans by other means. 

The next possible witness to Oswald* s movements is Mrs. Horace Twiford, 
wife of the National Committeeman at Large for the state of Texas of the 
Socialist Labor Party. Though th® Twifords lived in Houston, B®ith®r Mr. and 
Mrs. Twiford testified before CooaiEsion counsel but were deposed by short 



affidavits. 
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Hr*. Twiford 1 * affidavit etat*s that 1* late September, 19^3 ehe re- 

90 

ceived a phone call from a nan identifying himself as Lee Gswald. The man 
stated he had a few hours before he flev dovn to Mexico and wanted to dis- 
cuss ,J ideas" with her husband*! ' ' The individual told Mrs. Twiford he was a 
■ember of the Fair Play for Cuba Coaaittee and inquired about a possible 
local branch In Houston. Kr. Twiford, a merchant seaman, was out at sea at 

the time, and Kr®« Twiford stated she wrote down the information about Cs- 

<*4 

wald on a slip of paper to rewind her husband of the call. 

Yh® nano, address, and two phone numbers of Horace Twiford' s are indeed 

found in Oswald's address book.'The entry contains not only Twiford's current 

<*«» 

number as of September, 1963 • but a previous one as well. The previous number 

was the one which appeared in the 196 3 Houston telephone directory, as the 

*»7 

book was prepared before the Twifords moved in November, 1962. The entry of 
the old Twiford number strongly suggests Oswald was in Eouston at some time. 
There is only one public source where he could obtain the outdated number, 
the Houston telephone directory. It is possible that an associate gave it to 
him or he looked it up at the New Orleans publio library. It is more likely 
however, that he arrived in Eouston, looked Twiford up in the phone book and 
wrote down the old number in his address book. When that number didn't work 
he called directory assiSBtance and tot the right number, scratching out the 
old one In the process. 

There are however, a few problems with the Twiford incident and Mrs. Twi- 
ford should have at least testified before Commission counsel to shed some 

light on them. Mrs. Twiford told the F.B.I. on December 2, 1963 that she thought 

*18 . 

the call cane in late October or early November. Since she must have tried 

to recall the date on the day of the assassination, it is odd she would bo 

60 far off. She should hare been aaked to explain her mistake. 

A second factor concerns the time of night Oswald supposedly called. 

She told the F.B.I. that she thought the call came between 7:C0 and 9:00pa. 

J 
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She said that had the call cone as late as 10:00pw she would have thought 

too 

it UBU8U&1 and vould hay# reaeabered it* This would seen to bo especially 
true sine# Oswald wanted to talk to Twiford for a few hour** Yet the bun 
the Coioaianion assumed Oswald took. Continental Trailways #5121, leaving 

lO't 

Wew Orleans at 12:20pm, did not arrive In Houston until 10: 50pm. It dosa 
seen odd that Oswald would call that lat* on a weekday night and expect to 
t r «iif to Twiford for a couple of houro. The Comlsaion’s explanation of this 
time factor was that the call was probably made "later than Mrs. Twiford re- 

io* 

membered." 

Another odd aspect of the case is the note Mrs. Twiford allegedly wrote 

to remind her husband of the Oswald call. Both the F.B. I»# report and the 

separate Twiford affidavits describe the note as containing the name Lee 

\o* 

Oswald and the reference "Fair Play for Cuba". But there is another piece 
of information on that note which is not explained in any of the Twiford 
interviews or documents. Sandwiched between Lee Oevald and Fair Play for 

lor 

Cuba ia "Dallas, (p.O..Box 2915)"* 

It seems strange that Oawald would give Mrs. Twiford the address of a 

<o<» 

post office box he closed out permanently four months earlier. More likely 
is the possibility Mrs. Twiford checked her records and found the envelope 
which Oswald had sent to National Socialist Party headquarters ( and who in 

\o1 

turn had forwarded it to the Twifords). That envelope gives Oswald's return 
address as p.O. 2915, Dallas, it having been mailed a year earlier in Novem- 
ber, 1962.'*She might then hare noted the address and written it with the rest 
of the information. In any event, she should have been asked to explain the 
outdated address* 

The next possible sighting of Oswald occurod at the Houston Trailways bus 
station around nidnight of the 25“"26th# £*P. Hamnett, a ticket salesman at 
the station on duty froa I0:00pa to 6:00aa, told the F*B«I. that in late Sop- 
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tomber* 19^3 a customer who could have been Oswald came to his counter in- 
to? 

qulring about the price of ticket* to Laredo and Mexico City. Hammett said 

the customer seemed rather uncertain as to whether he wanted to b uj a ticket 

no 

and only returned later to purchase a ticket to Laredo* leaving Houston at 

in 

2:35aa. Hammett remarked that he sometime* only sold one ticket a week to 

hi. 

Laredo and this is why he remembered the customer. He described the man as 
wearing a brown and white pullover sweater, white dungarees, and dirty white 
canvas shoes.' The ticket agent did not see how the man arrived at the terin- 
inal. 

It 6eeas unusual that Oswald would be so undecided about buying a ticket. 

As the report itself states; "There is no evidence that Oswald was in such a 
hurry to reach Mexico that he would have felt it necessary to travel by 

••r 

airplane rather than a less expensive form of travel. 11 It should be noted 
though* that Mr*. Twiford *tat*d that Oswald told her he was flying to Mexico *" C 
indicating he might have been considering air flight. Perhaps he was just 
tired of riding the bus and thought he might be able to afford the plane. 

The F. B.I. did check Pan American Airways, the only airline with direct ser- 
vice from Houston to Mexico City* to see if Oswald had made an exploratory 
inquiry. The airline could locate no records of Oswald. 

The main problem with Hammett 1 e story i* his description of the man 1 * clo- 
thing. The F.B.I. interviewed Marina Oswald after receiving Hammett 1 • infor- 
mation and found that Oswald was not known to have owned any of the clothing 

vs 

the ticket agent described. Moreover* Harnett 1 s description is inconsistent 

with what other possible eyewitnesses said he was wearing on his Mexico City 

m 

trip. ( McFarlands, Patric* Winston, Pamela Mv»ford) 

tzo 

Hammett was interviewed nearly four months after he sold ticket 112230. 

He apparently was not certain enough of an Oswald identification to notify 
author iti. s. He could easily have confused his customers and dates over that 
period of time. 



13 



The next witnesses are the McFarlands, who along with Hammett's testimony, 

eonstitute the Comniasion's caae that Oswald boarded baa No. 5133 in Houston. 

\ 2 .\ 

The McFarland a did board this bus in Houston at 2 :35am the 26th and their 

short affidavit states that :Aien they first saw Oswald "it was probably around 

izz 

6: oo am, after It became light." Between 505 and 8 :15am, according to the sched- 

Vt3> 

ule, the bus was traveling nonstop from Victoria, Texas to Corpus Christi. 

At Corpus Christi passengers bound for Laredo changed to bus No. run 304, 

114 

leaving Corpus Christi at 8:50am. Had the McFarlands been thoroughly quest- 
ioned, they would have been asked If they remembered Oswald at this Important 
transition point. It is possible that only a handful of passengers transfered 
from bus 5133 to bus run No. 304. If the McFarlands recollection is that spe- 
cific, they should remember the bus change in Corpus Christi. Without a thorough 
deposition from the McFarlands, the possibility remains they first saw Oswald 
later than they believed. 

From Corpus Christi, bus run No. 304 traveled to the 0. S. -Mexican boarder 

w.S l *-<* 

town of Laredo, Texas. It was scheduled to arrive there at l:20p» that day, 

En route it made a stop in Alice, Texas, with a scheduled arrival of 10:05 

and scheduled departure at 10:35a»« a T4« Alice stop will be significant in the 

study of the Gdlo case. 



Fron -the foregoing evidence it would anpear unlikely 



that Oswald visited Sylvia Odio without' the use of a pri- 
vate plane. The Conn is si on established a strong case that 
Oswald did not leave Hew Orleans until at least SiOOam, 
September 25. Sylvia Odio believed she was visited by Oswald 
between 6 and 9s 03pm, No buses leaving New Orleans after SjOqoxi 
would have reached Dalles until midnight. One train leaving 

New Orleans at 8s loan was scheduled to arrive in Dallas at 
> 2.1 

8 i 25pm. It is doubtful, however, that Oswald could have cashed 
his chech at 8s 00 an sharp and. then have caught the train. 

The F.B.I, checked commercial air flights and found that no 
passenger lists contained the name of Oswald or any of the • 

I "3© 

aliases he allegedly used. , 

The >7 arren Report conceded that Oswald could have traveled 

to Dallas by car and arrived in time to visit Sylvia Odio, 

vse 

Fron New Orleans to Dallas is 505 niles, a distance which can 
be covdrcd by car in S-jV hours, averaging 6o niles per hour. 

It is possible that Oswald reached Dallas by 6s 00pm, talked to 
Odio shortly thereafter, and then left for Houston. If he left 
Dallas by 7$ OOpn, he could have traveled the 244 niles to 
Houston in tine to make the 11s 00pm phone call to Krs. Twiford , 
YThile this scenario is possible , it also seems rather un- 
likely. Unless Oswald was blindly following orders from some 
unknown source, it is hard to see what motivation he would have 



for speeding to Dallas, making a short visit 
and then speeding back east to Houston. 

As noted earlier, the Twiford nhone call 
Twiford phone number strongly suggest th t 0 



to Sylvia Odio, 

and the outdated 
swald wa~ in 






Houston at some point, In .addition, Oswald allegedly told 
Mrs, Paine after he returned from Mer.ico City that he had been 

AS 

in Houston looking for a job. Hone of this evidence is very 
concrete however, therefore we can srcriously consider the poss- 
ibility that Oswald did not visit Houston on his way to Mexico 
City. 

The Report noted that if Oswald somehow managed to reach 
Sylvia Odio's by 9:00pm, he could then have caught an 11:00pm 
bus leaving Dallas and arriving in Alice .Texas at 10:20am tae 
next day. In Alice, Oswald could have caught bus run II o. 304, 
the sane bus the McFarlands boarded in Corpus Chnsti, 



The Twiford phone call creates the most problems here. 

It is hard to completely rule out a possible impersonation, 
although there is no evidence of a second Oswald operating in 



Houston. It is possible that Os', aid called long distance irom 

Dallas, thinking his plans called for him to be in Houston 

thet night. Mrs. Twiford thought the call was local as she did 

»T> , 

not hear an operator assist in the call, aowever, sue could 
have been mistaken on that point or Oswald might have been 



calling on a rented long distance line. 

The Commission raises two other objections to the Dallas oo 
Alice possibility. First, Trailway records indicate that no 
tickets were sold from Dallas to Laredo or points beyond on 
the night of the 25th. However, if Oswald for some reason 



bought a ticket from Dallas to Alice, and then Alice to Laredo 
this check Would be meaningless, While it n light .seen unreason- 
able for Oswald to have bought two tickets waen he could have 
bought one straight through, one should note the offical vers- 
ion of Oswald* s movements. While he could have purchased a 



•ticket to Mexico City in Hew Orleans, he instead bought one 
from. Ilcw Orleans to Houston, another fron Houston to Laredo, 
and yet another from Laredo to Mexico City. 



The Commission's second objection is that the McFarlands 

>31 

reported seeing Oswald around 6: OOan the 26th and had Oswald 
taken the 11 j OOpra bus out of Dallas, he would not have COnnect- 

lAO 

ed with the McFarlands until 10s 2 loir, when the Dallas bus reach- 
ed Alice, As was noted earlier, without a more thourough quest- 
ioning of the McFarlands one can not be reasonably sure they 
did not see Oswlad later than they believed. The McFarlands 

rti 

were on the bus. for two straight days. It is quite possible 
they could be four hours off. 

One further note on the possible Dallas to Alice route. In 
her book Accessories After the Fact, Sylvia Meagher ooints 
out an August pi, 1964 aticle in the New York Post which con- 
tained information apparently not investigated by the Commission 
Concerning Oswald's travel to Mexico City, the newspaper wrote, 

"It is In own, for instance , that he wa.s seen in a Dallas 
bus station at 6: lOpm September 25 and he crossed the border 
at Nuevo Laredo the next day." 

As Meagher noted, "That is the first and the last we hear 
of witnesses who saw Oswald in a Dallas bus station at six 
o' clock V/edncsdayj the Report does not dignify that rumor 
with a refutation." 

Of course, if Oswald had access to a private plane he could 
have beer, present in both Dallas and Houston for the Odio visit 
and fwiford phone erf.?. , perhaps flight records still exist at 
New Orleans, Dallas, and Houston airports which would shod 
light on tlu subject. Many co le have suggested to mo David 
Ferric, an airplane pilot who figured heavily in the Garrison 



investigation, as a possible chauffeur of Oswald. Ferric was 
known to be active in Anti-Castro activities and possess a 
private plane, although it was not thought to be operable 
in late September, 1965. I do not Zinow anything about Ferric' 
whereabouts during this period, but this angle certainly de- 
serves some investigation. 



Despite all of the possibilities, the Commission did con- 
struct a reasonable scenario of Oswald's movements September 
25-26 th, which at least did not conflict with the Commission' 
own evidence , (with the exception of the time of tit fwiford 
call) It could well be that Oswald did not visit Sylvia Odio 
as the Commission concluded, T' is paper only points out the 



possibility that Oswald could have visited Sylvia Odio withou 
conflicting with the Commission' s strongest evidence. 
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CONTTNTJED INTERSTATE CLAIM L / 

Claimant Please do not write in th'u bo* 
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Odd die) (LmU 

/?<?. Aq_y 3 c>o 6/: 



(Print) (Drtl) 

2. LOCAL 
MAILING 
ADDRESS: 



siYYlO 



(3L or Rural Routs) 

Louisiana 



tcit T) • (Zoo* No.) 

Have you moved since last week? Q Ye 
***< □ Female 



(8t*U) 
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0^1 



□ U CFE UCX 



5. Liable State 




6. Week Ending Dale . 



7. Week Ending Date 



8. Actual date claim taken: 






9. During the wecV(j) claimed in #6 and #7 above. did you work or earn wages of any kind? Q Yes 
If •‘yes" furnish the information below for each day you worked. 



J^No 



DATE 



EMPLOYER— NAME AND ADDRESS 



GROSS PAY AMOUNT 



i 



f.” ’ Reason for separation 



from any employment shown above: Lack of work j^] Other* Q 



- J 

i 



10. For the week(i) claimed in *£6 and #7 abore, bow much did you 
receive in income in the form of: 

* a. Earnings from aclf-empioymail? 
b. Commission payments? 
c Wages in lieu of notice? 
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e. Vacation pay? 
t Holiday pay? 
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i. Railroad retirement benefits? 
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$ 1 




s I 










* • 



w .. — 

□ N s* 
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II. For the w«i(») claimed above In #6 and #7: 

a. Were you fully able to work? 

b. Were you available for work? 

c. Did you refuse any jobs offered you? □ Yes* 1 2^° 

d. Did you attend school? 

e. Did you work on a farm? 

f. Did you work on a commission basis? □ Yes* jpfXo 



□ Yes* _pK 



□ Y “* £> 



g. Were you self-employed? 



□ Yes* 



h. Did you receive, or are you seeking 
benefits under any other State or 
Federal unemployment insurance law? ( | Yes* 




12. Use L. O. stamp or enteT L. O. Address and No. 

division of employment security. 

630 CAMP STREET. 
new ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70130 



15. For use of liable State 






Itinerant 
Point Location 






■<y 



Report every . 
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